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as joint families do. I saw that large family disin-
tegrate and then each part form itself into a nucleus
of integration; and yet silken bonds of affection and
common interests joined those separate parts and
there was always an integration of the large whole.
That process continues and normally you would
hardly notice it, but when events hasten it, there is
a shock. Think of what happened in China during
the past five years and of the cataclysm that has
overwhelmed hundreds of thousands of families. Yet
the nation lives, more vital than ever, and indivi-
duals are bom and grow and carry on the tradition
of the race and humanity in spite of war and cata-
strophe. I sometimes feel that we in India would
be the better for some such mass experience. Any-
way we are having our own experience and thus
building up slowly but surely a new nation/'